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SUBJECT: ANGOLA: MEETING WITH PORTUGUESE PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISER 

SUMMARY: LUIS MARTINS, DIPLOMATIC ADVISER TO PRESIDENT 
EANES, MET MAY 31 WITH DEP. ASST, SEC. HARROP AND OTHER 
DEPT. OFFICERS. MARTINS SAID THAT EANES HAS PROPOSED 
A MEETING WITH NETO AFTER JUNE 10; THAT MEETING'S AGENDA 
WILL INCLUDE KATANGAN PROBLEM; THAT NETO IS 
INCREASINGLY RESTRICTED IN HIS FREEDOM OF ACTION; AND 
THAT UNITA NEEDS AN ANTIAIRCRAFT CAPABILITY. IN DISCUSSION 
RE SHABA INCURSION MARTINS SAID GOP HAD HAD ADVANCE 
INDICATION THAT SOMETHING RELEVANT "WAS GOING ON" IN 
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ANGOLA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PLANNED EANES -NETO MEETING: MARTINS EXPLAINED THAT THE 
REASON EANES-NETO MEETING DID NOT TAKE PLACE MAY 21 IN 
CAPE VERDE AS HAD BEEN EXPECTED WAS THAT PORTUGUESE 
DECIDED THAT THE FEW HOURS EANES HAD AVAILABLE WHILE 
TRANSITING CAPE VERDE WERE NOT SUFFICIENT FOR A REALLY 
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USEFUL MEETING. MOREOVER, SHABA INVASION HAD, IN 
PORTUGUESE EYES, CREATED NEW UNCERTAINTY ABOUT NETO'S 
POSITION IN LUANDA, AND EANES WANTED SHABA SITUATION TO 
SETTLE DOWN SOMEWHAT BEFORE MEETING TOOK PLACE. MARTINS 

SAID EANES HAS NOW WRITTEN TO NETO PROPOSING THAT THEY 
MEET ANY TIME AFTER JUNE 10. 

2. RE SHABA INVASION, MARTINS OBSERVED THAT KATANGANS 
AND THEIR SUPPORTERS ACHIEVED AT LEAST TWO PURPOSES: 

THEY DROVE THE EUROPEANS OUT OF KOLWEZI, AND THEY DREW 
FOREIGN TROOPS INTO SHABA, A SITUATION WHICH THEY CAN NOW 
EXPLOIT TO POLITICAL ADVANTAGE IN AFRICA. MARTINS 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT NETO IS NOT RPT NOT CAPABLE OF 
EXPELLING THE KATANGANS, WHO HAVE HELPED NETO AGAINST 
HIS INTERNAL ENEMIES, WHO IN THE PAST WERE WELL TRAINED 
BY THE PORTUGUESE, AND WHO CONSIDER THEMSELVES AN ELITE 
FORCE. IN CONTEXT OF DISCUSSION RE KATANGAN INTRUSION IN 
SHABA, MARTINS SAID GOP HAD HAD TWO OR THREE WEEKS 
ADVANCE INDICATION THAT SOMETHING RELEVANT "WAS GOING 
ON" IN ANGOLA. DEPTOFF REMARKED THAT CURRENT WESTERN 
PLANNING FOR SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR SHABA WILL BE IN 
VAIN IF KATANGAN THREAT IS NOT NEUTRALIZED. MARTINS 
AGREED, ADDING THAT THIS SUBJECT WOULD BE COVERED IN 
EANES-NETO MEETING, WHICH WOULD BE QUOTE FRANK UNQUOTE. 
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3. NETO'S POSITION IN GOVERNMENT: MARTINS OBSERVED THAT 
NETO'S POWER HAD BECOME INCREASINGLY RESTRICTED, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE DECEMBER 1977 MPLA CONGRESS WHEN 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF YOUNGER, MORE RADICAL BLACKS 
WERE ADDED TO MPLA-LABOR PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
MARTINS NOTED THAT NETO'S DECREES ARE SOMETIMES NOT 
IMPLEMENTED BY HIS SUBORDINATES; THAT NETO, ALONG WITH 
SOME OTHERS LIKE FOREIGN MINISTER JORGE, WOULD PREFER 
TO BE TRULY NONALIGNED AND CLOSER TO PORTUGAL BUT THAT 
THAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, SINCE NETO GOVERNMENT COULD NOT 
SURVIVE WITHOUT THE HEAVY CUBAN PRESENCE. MARTINS 
ADDED THAT THE DAILY BARRAGE OF ANTI-SAVIMBI PROPAGANDA 
FROM THE LUANDA MEDIA, CONTROLLED BY EAST GERMANS, 
ELIMINATES ANY POSSIBILITY THAT MIGHT EXIST FOR A 
POSSIBLE ACCOMMODATION WITH UNITA. 

4. UNITA'S STRUGGLE AGAINST MPLA/CUBANS: MARTINS SAID 
THAT UNITA IS NOW FACING HEAVY AIR BOMBARDMENT, 

INCLUDING THE USE OF DEFOLIANTS. HE COMMENTED THAT 
WITHOUT AN ANTIAIRCRAFT CAPABILITY, UNITA WILL BE 
SERIOUSLY HURT; THAT IT COULD SURVIVE A COUPLE OF 
YEARS, BUT NOT INDEFINITELY. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE 
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CONTINUED, IF UNITA WERE ABLE TO SHOOT DOWN A FEW 
AIRCRAFT, THIS MIGHT DISCOURAGE THE CUBANS FROM 
PURSUING THE AIR WAR TOO VIGOROUSLY. 

5. CUBAN ROLE: MARTINS SAID THAT EANES RECENTLY TOLD 
THE CUBAN AMBASSADOR IN LISBON THAT IF THE CUBANS 

REMAINED IN ANGOLA INDEFINITELY, THEY SHOULD BE PREPARED 
TO TAKE MANY CASUALTIES. MARTINS COMMENTED THAT IF THE 
CUBANS BECOME MORE INVOLVED IN SEVERAL AFRICAN WARS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY (RATHER THAN ONE AT A TIME), THIS MIGHT 
BE GOOD FOR AFRICA AND THE WORLD IN THE LONG RUN, SINCE 
CUBAN FORCES WOULD BECOME MORE THINLY DISPERSED AND 
WOULD BE MORE LIKELY TO FAIL IN THEIR MISSIONS WHICH 
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IN TURN MIGHT DISCOURAGE HEM FROM FURTHER INTERVENTION. 

6. PORTUGUESE PRESENCE IN ANGOLA: MARTINS SAID THAT 
80 PER CENT OF THE PORTUGUESE RESIDENTS OF ANGOLA 

WHO RETURNED TO PORTUGAL IN 1975 ARE NOW INTEGRATED INTO 
PORTUGUESE SOCIETY AND WILL NOT RETURN TO ANGOLA. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, A NUMBER OF SKILLED PORTUGUESE HAVE BEEN 
GOING TO ANGOLA UNDER TEMPORARY CONTRACTS OFFERED BY 
FIRMS IN ANGOLA WHICH ARE STILL PORTUGUESE-OPERATED. 

THESE SKILLED PORTUGUESE GIVEN GENEROUS FRINGE BENEFITS, 

AS WELL AS THE RIGHT TO REPATRIATE AS MUCH AS ONE-HALF 
TO TWO-THIRDS OF THEIR EARNINGS. MARTINS ESTIMATED THAT 
THERE ARE CURRENTLY 20,000 OR MORE PORTUGUESE LIVING IN 
ANGOLA. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: AS NOTED PARA 2, MARTINS INDICATED 
IN NON-SPECIFIC WAY THAT GOP MAY HAVE HAD ADVANCE 
INTELLIGENCE RELEVANT TO THEN-PENDING KATANGAN INCURSION. 
WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING THE NATURE OF THEIR 
INFORMATION, E.G. WHETHER THEY HAD ANYTHING SPECIFIC 

OR WHETHER MARTINS REMARK ABOUT "SOMETHING GOING ON" 
RELEVANT TO THE KATANGANS MAY BE AN EX-POST FACTO 
ANALYSIS OF EARLIER, MORE VAGUE INDICATIONS FROM ANGOLA. 

WE UOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY PORTUGUESE INFORMATION ABOUT 
T;E CUBAN ROLE IN KATANGAN INVASION. 

CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 
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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, AO, CG, US 

SUBJECT: ANGOLA: MEETING WITH PORTUGUESE PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISER 

SUMMARY: LUIS MARTINS, DIPLOMATIC ADVISER TO PRESIDENT 
EANES, MET MAY 31 WITH DEP. ASST, SEC. HARROP AND OTHER 
DEPT. OFFICERS. MARTINS SAID THAT EANES HAS PROPOSED 
A MEETING WITH NETO AFTER JUNE 10; THAT MEETING'S AGENDA 
WILL INCLUDE KATANGAN PROBLEM; THAT NETO IS 
INCREASINGLY RESTRICTED IN HIS FREEDOM OF ACTION; AND 
THAT UNITA NEEDS AN ANTIAIRCRAFT CAPABILITY. IN DISCUSSION 
RE SHABA INCURSION MARTINS SAID GOP HAD HAD ADVANCE 
INDICATION THAT SOMETHING RELEVANT "WAS GOING ON" IN 
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ANGOLA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PLANNED EANES -NETO MEETING: MARTINS EXPLAINED THAT THE 
REASON EANES-NETO MEETING DID NOT TAKE PLACE MAY 21 IN 
CAPE VERDE AS HAD BEEN EXPECTED WAS THAT PORTUGUESE 
DECIDED THAT THE FEW HOURS EANES HAD AVAILABLE WHILE 
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TRANSITING CAPE VERDE WERE NOT SUFFICIENT FOR A REALLY 
USEFUL MEETING. MOREOVER, SHABA INVASION HAD, IN 
PORTUGUESE EYES, CREATED NEW UNCERTAINTY ABOUT NETO'S 
POSITION IN LUANDA, AND EANES WANTED SHABA SITUATION TO 
SETTLE DOWN SOMEWHAT BEFORE MEETING TOOK PLACE. MARTINS 

SAID EANES HAS NOW WRITTEN TO NETO PROPOSING THAT THEY 
MEET ANY TIME AFTER JUNE 10. 

2. RE SHABA INVASION, MARTINS OBSERVED THAT KATANGANS 
AND THEIR SUPPORTERS ACHIEVED AT LEAST TWO PURPOSES: 

THEY DROVE THE EUROPEANS OUT OF KOLWEZI, AND THEY DREW 
FOREIGN TROOPS INTO SHABA, A SITUATION WHICH THEY CAN NOW 
EXPLOIT TO POLITICAL ADVANTAGE IN AFRICA. MARTINS 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT NETO IS NOT RPT NOT CAPABLE OF 
EXPELLING THE KATANGANS, WHO HAVE HELPED NETO AGAINST 
HIS INTERNAL ENEMIES, WHO IN THE PAST WERE WELL TRAINED 
BY THE PORTUGUESE, AND WHO CONSIDER THEMSELVES AN ELITE 
FORCE. IN CONTEXT OF DISCUSSION RE KATANGAN INTRUSION IN 
SHABA, MARTINS SAID GOP HAD HAD TWO OR THREE WEEKS 
ADVANCE INDICATION THAT SOMETHING RELEVANT "WAS GOING 
ON" IN ANGOLA. DEPTOFF REMARKED THAT CURRENT WESTERN 
PLANNING FOR SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR SHABA WILL BE IN 
VAIN IF KATANGAN THREAT IS NOT NEUTRALIZED. MARTINS 
AGREED, ADDING THAT THIS SUBJECT WOULD BE COVERED IN 
EANES-NETO MEETING, WHICH WOULD BE QUOTE FRANK UNQUOTE. 
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3. NETO'S POSITION IN GOVERNMENT: MARTINS OBSERVED THAT 
NETO'S POWER HAD BECOME INCREASINGLY RESTRICTED, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE DECEMBER 1977 MPLA CONGRESS WHEN 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF YOUNGER, MORE RADICAL BLACKS 
WERE ADDED TO MPLA-LABOR PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
MARTINS NOTED THAT NETO'S DECREES ARE SOMETIMES NOT 
IMPLEMENTED BY HIS SUBORDINATES; THAT NETO, ALONG WITH 
SOME OTHERS LIKE FOREIGN MINISTER JORGE, WOULD PREFER 
TO BE TRULY NONALIGNED AND CLOSER TO PORTUGAL BUT THAT 
THAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, SINCE NETO GOVERNMENT COULD NOT 
SURVIVE WITHOUT THE HEAVY CUBAN PRESENCE. MARTINS 
ADDED THAT THE DAILY BARRAGE OF ANTI-SAVIMBI PROPAGANDA 
FROM THE LUANDA MEDIA, CONTROLLED BY EAST GERMANS, 
ELIMINATES ANY POSSIBILITY THAT MIGHT EXIST FOR A 
POSSIBLE ACCOMMODATION WITH UNITA. 

4. UNITA'S STRUGGLE AGAINST MPLA/CUBANS: MARTINS SAID 
THAT UNITA IS NOW FACING HEAVY AIR BOMBARDMENT, 

INCLUDING THE USE OF DEFOLIANTS. HE COMMENTED THAT 
WITHOUT AN ANTIAIRCRAFT CAPABILITY, UNITA WILL BE 
SERIOUSLY HURT; THAT IT COULD SURVIVE A COUPLE OF 
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YEARS, BUT NOT INDEFINITELY. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE 
CONTINUED, IF UNITA WERE ABLE TO SHOOT DOWN A FEW 
AIRCRAFT, THIS MIGHT DISCOURAGE THE CUBANS FROM 
PURSUING THE AIR WAR TOO VIGOROUSLY. 

5. CUBAN ROLE: MARTINS SAID THAT EANES RECENTLY TOLD 
THE CUBAN AMBASSADOR IN LISBON THAT IF THE CUBANS 

REMAINED IN ANGOLA INDEFINITELY, THEY SHOULD BE PREPARED 
TO TAKE MANY CASUALTIES. MARTINS COMMENTED THAT IF THE 
CUBANS BECOME MORE INVOLVED IN SEVERAL AFRICAN WARS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY (RATHER THAN ONE AT A TIME), THIS MIGHT 
BE GOOD FOR AFRICA AND THE WORLD IN THE LONG RUN, SINCE 
CUBAN FORCES WOULD BECOME MORE THINLY DISPERSED AND 
WOULD BE MORE LIKELY TO FAIL IN THEIR MISSIONS WHICH 
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IN TURN MIGHT DISCOURAGE HEM FROM FURTHER INTERVENTION. 

6. PORTUGUESE PRESENCE IN ANGOLA: MARTINS SAID THAT 
80 PER CENT OF THE PORTUGUESE RESIDENTS OF ANGOLA 

WHO RETURNED TO PORTUGAL IN 1975 ARE NOW INTEGRATED INTO 
PORTUGUESE SOCIETY AND WILL NOT RETURN TO ANGOLA. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, A NUMBER OF SKILLED PORTUGUESE HAVE BEEN 
GOING TO ANGOLA UNDER TEMPORARY CONTRACTS OFFERED BY 
FIRMS IN ANGOLA WHICH ARE STILL PORTUGUESE-OPERATED. 

THESE SKILLED PORTUGUESE GIVEN GENEROUS FRINGE BENEFITS, 

AS WELL AS THE RIGHT TO REPATRIATE AS MUCH AS ONE-HALF 
TO TWO-THIRDS OF THEIR EARNINGS. MARTINS ESTIMATED THAT 
THERE ARE CURRENTLY 20,000 OR MORE PORTUGUESE LIVING IN 
ANGOLA. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: AS NOTED PARA 2, MARTINS INDICATED 
IN NON-SPECIFIC WAY THAT GOP MAY HAVE HAD ADVANCE 
INTELLIGENCE RELEVANT TO THEN-PENDING KATANGAN INCURSION. 
WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING THE NATURE OF THEIR 
INFORMATION, E.G. WHETHER THEY HAD ANYTHING SPECIFIC 

OR WHETHER MARTINS REMARK ABOUT "SOMETHING GOING ON" 
RELEVANT TO THE KATANGANS MAY BE AN EX-POST FACTO 
ANALYSIS OF EARLIER, MORE VAGUE INDICATIONS FROM ANGOLA. 

WE UOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY PORTUGUESE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE CUBAN ROLE IN KATANGAN INVASION. 

CHRISTOPHER 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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